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Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians

Welcome to a new school year, an exciting time as our students start or
return to their school journey. As you are aware there has been a lot of
information in the media regarding out return to school next week. Today |
have sent all parents an email to help inform you of what is happening.

We will start 2022 with a layered approach to COVID-smart measures that
have been developed in partnership with NSW Health to help to minimise
transmissions at school. The health and wellbeing of our students and staff
remain our priority, and these measures are designed to help to keep our
school open and our students learning in the classroom.

These key measures include:

o Rapid antigen test (RAT) kits will be provided to all students to help
monitor your child’s health and minimise transmission of COVID-19
across our school.

e Wearing of surgical masks indoors is required for all staff and
strongly recommended for all primary students. Masks have been
provided by the school.

o Only fully vaccinated visitors essential to delivering and supporting
learning or wellbeing can come on a school site.

e Uptotwo parents or carers are allowed to accompany their child
into school on their first day of Kindergarten or Year 7 or students
starting at a new school.

o Students will be kept in their year groups on school grounds, with
staggered drop-off and pick-ups, break times, playground and
canteen access to minimise the spread of COVID-19 across cohorts
(this applies to larger schools).

« We will continue to use good hygiene, enhanced cleaning, good air
flow and ventilation in learning spaces, as well as physical distancing
practices.

RAT Kits and masks for the start of the school will be available to collect
from this Friday (4/2) 8.30 am to 3 pm and Monday (7/2) 8.30am to 3pm.
We ask that you follow COVID safe practices when on site, sign in using QR
code, were a mask and socially distance. Parents only are to pick up kits.
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| encourage all parents to read the information carefully with
regards to what to do in the case of a positive test

e School staff will not be administering the rapid antigen tests to
students.

o RAT kits should be collected from school by a parent or carer and the
tests completed at home in the morning before attending school.

« Ifastudent or staff member receives a positive RAT result, they need
to:
o record the positive RAT result through the Service NSW
website External link or Service NSW app External link

o notify the school of the positive RAT or PCR result as soon as
possible
o follow NSW Health advice External link to isolate for 7 days.

e Itisrecommended that staff and students that return to school after
recovering from COVID-19 do not participate in rapid antigen test
surveillance for 28 days (four weeks after recovery) following release
from self-isolation. This is due to NSW Health advice that people who
have recovered from COVID-19 have a low risk of contracting it again
in the following 28 days. After 28 days (from week five after recovery)
staff and students may resume participation in RAT surveillance.

Negative results do not need to be reported to Service NSW or to the
school.

While this is not going to be a normal start to the school year, we know
that being together in the classroom is the most effective way for students
to learn and grow. Your child's relationship with their teacher is important,
but as we manage potential disruptions to staffing due to COVID-19, they
may get to meet more teachers than usual.

Any student or staff member who is unwell and/or displays symptoms of
COVID-19 will be asked to go home and stay until they can complete a RAT
or PCR test.

e If symptoms continue, they should stay at home and take another
RAT in 24 hours or have a PCR test.

e Ifthe second RAT or initial PCR test result is negative and they are
displaying no symptoms OR they are diagnosed as another
condition such as hayfever, the student or staff member can return
to school.
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e In NSW, positive COVID-19 cases are provided a Medical
Clearance Notice after 7 days and allowed to leave self-
isolation as long as they do not have COVID-19 symptoms.

Under the new close contact rules, schools are no longer included in contact
tracing. | will inform the school community when there is a positive case in our
school and advise families on public health advice, including monitoring for
symptoms.

All primary and secondary school staff will be required to wear masks
indoors.

No vented or cloth masks should be worn. If required surgical masks will
be available at schools.

Primary school students are strongly recommended to wear well-fitted
masks indoors.

Masks are also strongly encouraged in outdoor settings where you cannot
physically distance. Your child can remove their mask when eating,
exercising or playing a musical instrument.

No parents, carers or visitors will be allowed on school site until further
notice with the following exceptions:

e Up to two parents or carers are allowed to accompany their child into
school on their first day of Kindergarten or Year 7 or students starting at a
new school.

¢ Volunteers or staff operating uniform shops and canteens must be fully
vaccinated.

e Visitors supporting school operations and curriculum delivery must be fully
vaccinated.

e Allied health partners for the wellbeing of students must be fully
vaccinated.
All staff on school sites are required to be fully vaccinated, including having
their booster when eligible.

We strongly encourage our students and their families to consider
vaccination when eligible. Find a vaccination clinic External link to book an
appointment near you.

Regards,

Sharyn Pidgeon / Principal
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